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COTTON CULTIVATION IN AFRICA

Experiences of Mr Who Is i
Ing Agricultural to Natives Under

of She Government
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J N Calloway Teach
r Development DI-

rection German 9 9 g

Tuskegee Alabama J
Calloway the Tuskegee teacher of

who a year and a ago
with three of the graduates of

Tuskegee Industrial Institute the
colony of Togo iri West Africa

tu teach cotton raising to the natives
there has returned to his home in Tus
kegee for a months vacation The three
Iung men who went with him remain

Africa Mr Calloway expects to re
turn the last of March and wish s to
take back with him a limited number of
young Negro men who understand

modern agrIculturemore especial-
ly the cultivation of be
located among the natives as nodel
farmers

This is not in any sense an emigration
scheme all these persons having been
hired by the German Colbnial
Society to work at a salary his a
society made up of two thousand of the
leading titled personages and most
prominent men in Germany to

in the possibilities of developing
the German colonies work in
dose cooperation with the German gov-
ernment

Mr Calloway is able to tell many in-

teresting things about this of Af
rica and to give much valuable inform
tion about it It was in this part of the
continent that the slave trade flourished
most vigorously and the ancestors of
most the now in United
States came from there or near
In the case of the original party of four
men who went out from Tuskegee a
year and a half ago it is known that
two of them are descendants of slaves
brought from there and this is probably
true of all of them Oddly enough the
first place where the boat stopped that
Mr Calloway and his associates could
go ashore was a little

that had been alcenter the
slave trade anda port front which ships
were loaded The town is still

by a high brick wall and the gates
of this are securely shut every night even

on account it was supposed Qf the
hard feeling which the natives still have
for the Portuguese on account of their
participation in the trade

Louie the first German town at which
the steamer stopped and the seaport of
the colony is a flourishing German town

streets 1dost of the houses
are of mud built by setting up poles in
the ground weaving palm branches back
and forth between the poles and then
plastering the whole with mud The

are of grass because that is not
only cheaper but cooler than iron or
wood The source from which the mudhr making the walls is obtained is pe

While the steamer was coasting
along near the shore the men saw what
at first they thought to be of
shocks of corn Closer inspection

though that what they had taken
for the shocks were ant hills with which
that country abounds These ant hills

built of in the process Qf
building the insects work the clay over
until it is fine and easily glued to

The natives advantage of
tills preparation When they want to
build a house they break down an ant
lull and and moistening the

of which the walls were composed
lse It for walls of their own houses

plantation was located at a point
miles inland at a place where on

account of intersection of roads and
plenty of water the conditions were fa
sortble There are fair roads through
nut the colony built by the natives under

direction It would have
possible to drive all the way from
the miles in a buggy

If there had been any buggy or anything
to draw it So far neither horses or-

b 1tlc have been able to the
the tzetze fly Mules were not

tried by these men but they had been
tried there by others and with no better SUccess With its accustomed thor
Oughness and attention to essential de
tails the German government has skilled

men in colony constantly
stUdYIng e fly and the of its
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bite upon the animals and experiment
inging to see if inoculatiOn or some other
kind of treatment cannot be discovered
which will make the animals immune
Sheep are not affected by the fly

mutton being raised in the colony
and its bite upon human beings does not
seem to produce any ill effects it
may be that it helps to carry the malaria
that prevails in that climate and of
there is no proof since the country
abounds in mOsquitoes who are under
conviction at present as the chief malaria
carriers

As Mr Calloway wished to make a
study of the tzetze fly he offered the
natives a copper each for every speci
men they would bring him In an as
tonishingly short space of time he was
supplied with sixty specimens and as so
many other natives were to be
preparing to engage in thisto themas

occupation he was
obliged to withdraw his offer A cop
per is equivalent to a cent and a quar
ter in American money Several of the
natives were bitten by the flies while
they were bringing them to him but ap
parently with no bad effect

Along with a quantity of cotton seed
a gin farming tools and such supplies
the four men had taken out with them
two lumber wagons one of them made
in the wheelwrighting shop at Tuskegee
Institute A party of natives having
been secured for them the Americans
proposed that the natives put the other
goods in the wagons and then draw the
wagons but to this the natives

They had never seen such ve
hicles before and they were afraid they
would get away from them and run over
them They offered to carry the wagons

their heads though but draw them
they would not The matter was finally
compromised by taking aU the
other on their heads and the
wagons left until the horses came

later The three young men walked
Mr Calloway was carried in a hammock
slung to a pole fastened to two boards
which rested on the heads of four

Some who read this may rem em
seeing the man who was in com

rtand of the Dahomey village on the
Midway Plaisance at the Worlds Fair
It Chicago being carried about in this
same way As aa proof of the willing
less of the natives to learn however
Mr Calloway stated that they had
become accustomed to the wagons they
did not hesitate to draw them and when
he came back to the coast lie was drawn
in a twowheeled cart by natives The
trip of sixty miles was made in loUr
days with all the freight that the party
had tarried on the heads of the men

Arrived at the place where the plan
tation was to be located one hundred

of ground were selected
like nearly all the ground there was
covered with stout grass in some places
as many as twenty feet high A field of
this much resembles in the South
is called a cane thicket The grass was
burned and the entire space dup up with
stout spades Men dug up the ground
md women and children knocked the
dirt out of the grass roots and piled the
roots up to be burned A great part of
thc work in the native fields is done by
the women The chief native crops are
cotton and yams both usually planted in

same field
While this work was being done a

fiveroom mud house was built for the
newcomers and in this they have lived
ever since They sleep on low beds made
by stretching canvas over posts driven
into the The natives are wil
ling to work considering that they have
never been used to steady labor and
that mere existence is so easy in that
climate They are docile and pleasant to
get along with Among themselves they
are apt to have a good many pretty dis
putes and are fond of going to law with
them This process meant in serious
cases appealing to the German officials
but they liked to bring many minor dif
ferences to Mr asa judge to
decide One rather common case
be that of a man whose

excel-
lent

unle s

this

tonishingly profitable

de-

murred

inn
their

being
gut

na-
tives
5cr

after

aces This

the

him some other As
Isa matter of the plain
plea usually was the

man ought what the woman
cost him in the first

fund whatever amount had paid
out on and
such things Not infrequently this was
done natives the wo

exceedingly fond of adornment
add It was no unusual thing to see a
woman with as many as fifteen pounds
of IVOry and metal bracelets and ank
lets on

Arrangements to secure laborers are
usually made through the chiefs of the
tribes The wages paid ranged from ten
to twenty cents a day and the men
boarded themselves The common food
of the natives is a yam something like

huge white potato This is boiled and
the substance beaten into a paste not
unlike bread dough Europeans and
Americans cm have almost any food
they wish to pay for Flour from Min
nesota ham from Chicago butter from
Denmark canned fruit from California
Food brought so far is naturally
price Ham was forty cents a pound
Indian corn grows in the
country and roasting as they
call them down South can be had for
nine months in succession All kinds
the wild pineapple being larger and
of tropical fruits grow in abundance
more delicious than the best sold in the
markets in this country Oranges are
small not so sweet and with more
seeds the result probably of lack of cul
tivation Sixteen limes can be bought
for a copper

THere is not much hunting since the
grass is burned off frequently to clear
the ground and also to drive out any
game which may be hidden in it
Monkeys abound and do much damage
to the crops unless driven The
natives are allowed to have only flint
lock muskets

German officers stationed at yar
places in colony and there are

erman Protestant and Catholic mis
sionaries The climate in the winter is
like a Southern states Indian summer
June August and September
like summer in the South The
temperature never goes above 95 degrees
and never below 70 degrees The loca
tion is about 6 degrees north of the
equator Malarial fevers are prevalent
both among the natives and the foreign-
ers hut the taking of plenty of quinine
by the latter seems to ward off serious

Vhen the natives are sick they
steep md take what they call bush
medicine It has been suggested that by
investigating these bush val
uable medicines may be discover d
of the natives are MahoI1Tedans and
orne Pagans When a person dies

she is buried and the ground tramped
iwti so as to obliterate any traces of
tin grave Then if the dead person has
been some one of prominence or of
sufficient wealth to afford two or
three kegs of gin are opened powder is
tired off and a general feast and cele
Itration is held

As all the live stock sent over for
this party died it became necessary to
uSe native labor for everything The
plows used for furrowing out the cotton
were drawn by natives four men toa
plow One of the young men taken over
was a graduate of the Tuskegee

department He set up the gin car
rid over and after the animals died

the machine with four sweeps in
of one Six natives were then put

on to each sweep and the twentyfour
furnished all the power necessary They
thought the work quite a lark and

around singing As a thing
they cheerful and fond of singing
Mr Cllloway said that if there a

job of work to be done the best
thing was to hire one man sit
the field and beat a bass drum Then all

rest would sing an accQmpaniment
and work happily His impression is

that the natives are and glad to
work and that while their standards of

are different from those of
more civilized communities they up
to they do have quite as well as

people He thought there was
little tendency to theft

As to the probable ultimate of
the cotton planting fln in
vestment Calloway is not liberty
to peak until after the official German
report is issued that he is to go rock
though carry more men with him
would to indicate that the
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